Groucho Barks Mobile Pet Groomer
                                        
Brushing dog’s teeth provides numerous benefits to the overall health of our canine friends. In addition to preventing bad breath, discolored teeth and swollen gums, brushing is important to maintaining a healthy dog and can actually extend their life span. Dental disease is a common ailment in dogs and without regular care about 80% of them develop some type of periodontal disease within the first few years of their lives. Serious harm to internal organs such as the heart, kidneys and lungs can occur if the infection reaches the bloodstream.
At first thought, reaching into a dog’s mouth to clean their teeth might be a daunting task. Appropriate supplies and attitude are vital to making this a pleasant bonding experience that can be an enjoyable time for both the dog and owner. The first item on the shopping list when brushing dog’s teeth will be safe and effective toothpaste that is made especially for dogs. Pleasing flavors can also make the experience more appealing for the dog.  Groucho Barks Mobile Pet Grooming uses Petrodex Enzymatic Toothpaste which cleans the teeth, freshens the breath, and removes plaque and food debris.  Petrodex is beef flavored and veterinarian approved and formulated especially for dogs. 
Groucho Barks Mobile Pet Grooming [image: ]   is a devotee of using electric toothbrushes that are quiet, produce a counter-rotational (oscillating) motion, and have soft round-ended bristles to brush at and below the gumline and between the teeth. The electric toothbrush allows the    teeth to be brushed with very little hand motion so concentration can be centered on applying the brush properly to the teeth and gums. I have not tried any electric toothbrushes that have a motion in three directions; that may be a tickle factor to the dog. I have been using the Braun Oral-B.  
When deciding on a “regular” toothbrush if the electric doesn’t fit into your budget, again choose one that is designed specifically for dogs. They are available in a variety of styles that are suitable to the size and shape of the dog’s mouth, as well as the condition of the gums. The more pliable tools such as sponges and pads are often helpful when getting started.
Start slow when brushing dogs teeth to allow him time to adjust to an unfamiliar activity. It normally takes several days and possibly a couple of weeks for dogs to accept this new hobby. During the first few days, let the dog merely get used to the taste and feel of the toothpaste. Then as a second step, with the paste on your finger, gently massage it on the dog’s teeth and gums. Eventually, introduce the brush by letting the dog lick toothpaste from the brush and when he is used to it, place it in his mouth. Finally, begin brushing only the front teeth in a gentle circular motion. When that is comfortable, lift the gums to reach the side teeth. Offer rewards and praise for his cooperation. If the dog begins to get fussy, it’s time to stop for the day. Before you know it, with patience and praise, your dog will begin to look forward to his daily brushing.          “Barbara”
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